The maximum of the histone acetyltransferase activity precedes DNA-synthesis in regenerating rat liver.
A pronounced transitory increase of histone acetyltransferase (EC 2.3.1.48) activity before the onset of DNA replication is shown to occur in regenerating rat liver. This effect is followed by an increase in the H1/H1(0) ratio at the start of DNA synthesis; H1(0) de is replaced by H1. Histone acetylation and H1/H1(0) exchange are discussed as steps in the signal transduction for DNA replication.